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Murdered nurses were probably raped by Japanese officers, says academic

By NORMAN ABJORENSEN
A grosp of 21 Australian army
nurses, massacred by Japanese
on Banka Island in World
War I, llmosl certainly were

nnd by soldiers before being '

Kkilled, but the rape was covered up
to protect their memory, according
0 & Japanese researcher,

Only one nurse survived the or-
deal, Sister Vivian Bullwinkel, and
she e no mention of rape in
her account to Australian authori-
ties.

Reports of the mass killing hor-
rified and enraged 2 stupned Aps-
tralia at the time.

in a paper to he delivered today
to an internations! conference on
Japan at the Australian National

University, Yuki Tanaks, now
teaching st Melbourne University,
says evidence suggests that Sister
Bullwinke) “did not tell the truth
1 the invest| in order to save
her dead colleagues from the dis-
grace as being known as victims of
rape.”

The nurses were ordered to walk
into the sea on Bunka and were
machine-gunned by soldiers stand-
ing on the beach,

Sister 1, sithough

mmhdb

ly after the war, Aus-

and sunk lmnnn Summ and
Banks Island. Many on board
drowned, including 12 Australian
nurses, and the others floated for
up to four days before reaching
Banka. They were captured by
Japanese, separated from the men,
mostly British soldiers, and shot,
At the time, all were wearing the
uniform of the Australian Military
Nnnln; Service and Red Cross

wounded, was left for dead, but
Inter made her way back to land.
T R
ary 11,
I’lL four duys before Singapore
fell 10 the Japanese, but the vessel
carrying them, the Viner Brooke,

Mr Tanaka says it is ﬂwfksnl
that the bodies of bayoncted Brit-
ish soldiers were left on the beach,
but that the Japancse had made
sure that the evidence of the
women's bodies would not be left
behind.

tralian military investigators set
out to find the perpetrators

some soldiers from O Battslion o(
the 229th regiment who, as it turn-
ed out, were ly being investi-
gated by the British for the rape
and murder of nurses in Hong
Kong two months earlier.

. The soldiers' taken

diers who had nped snd murdered
the British nurses in Hong Kong.

. It is for this reason that It is
auite possible that the Australian
nurses were raped before they were
killed.”

Mr Tanska's paper makes it
clear that the Japanese were by no
means the only rapists, and be

recent J

prisoner by the Russians after the
war, was returned to Tokyo but
committed suicide before he could
be interrogated.

According to Mr Tanaka: “It is

search which peints to Awulin
troops being involved in systematic
rape of Japanese civilians at Kure
with the occupation forces in Octo-
ber, 1945,

quite possible from the
of both the British and Australian
investigation that the soldiers who
massacred the Austratian nurses in
Banka Island were the same sol-

A
by police to act as a “firebreak”,
told a researcher: “The Australian
soldiers were the worst. They
dragged young women into their

Jeeps, took them to the mountain,
and then raped them. I heard them
“W:f"l for help nearly every

Mr Tanska, who has made an
extensive study of rape in war and
the Japanese use of “comfort wom-
en” (women, mostly foreigners,
forced to become prostitutes) ar-
gues that “war and rape arc the
same sorts of thing; they are fun-
damentally related to one another.”

He says one “fantasy of war” is
lh:‘( il:y is ‘;n‘ ucmmlby‘ 'mmmlm
activ patriarc] 2
holds that  woman's place is on
the home front, not in battle.

“While this ideology demsnds
that women be ubsent from battle,
its maintenance also requires that

such dominance fover the weaker
sex] be repeatedly rei-lou:ed‘, this
is especially so when women are in
fact present in the male domain of
the battlefield, either as implicated
civilians, or as military nurses,” he
said.

Mr Tanaka says military nurses
are victims of such violence, not
only because they mre in close
proximity to the front line.

Also, their military status —
signified most graphically by their
presence in uniform — marks
them as “boundary-crossers”™;
women who are fully integrated in-
to 2 male activity.

“This may explain the

S

y expla
of the nurses in Banka Island,” he
said.

Sasm Vivian Buﬂwlnksi from a
portraii by Shirlsy Bournd




